Federal Land Swap Legislation Could Create
Two New Northern Lower Peninsula Casinos

By Mike Modrzynski

Federal legislation aimed ot end-
ing twa Upper Peninsula ribes”
claims 1o a 200-0cre parcel along the
St. Murys River known as Charlotte
Beach will olso apen the door for
two moge casinos i northern Michi-
gan. The Taw will clear the way Tor
the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of
Chippewa Indians and the Day Mills
Indian Community o huild cisinos
scruth of the Mackinae Bradge,

House Ball 2493, introduced by
U.S. Representative Ban Siupak of
Menomince, will end tribal claims o
land an Chippewn County in
exchange for placing maere thaon 20
acres cach in trust for the Bay Mills
and Sault Ste. Marie tribes, In
exchange for the alicrnative sights
being placed in trust, defined in Stu-
pak’s bill, the iribes will relinguish
all claims, including Land and nafu-
ral resource rights, to the present
landowners,

The trabe's lawsoil alleges the
state sold the fand in the Charlone
Beach area withow! consenl of the
iribes or the federal government.
The land was allegedly placed
lrst mmore thim a Ecn!l.lr_',' HIUN bt
was sold at a tax sale in the lawe
18005,

The bill will place a 21.55 acre
pareel near Vanderbalt an trust for
Bay Mills [nedian Community and
sels aswde vp o 25 acres somewhery

, between M-d6 and the Mockinac
Bridge for the Siult Ste. Marie Tribe
of (.‘!lipp:'wa Indians. The Sauli tnbe
has noi designated a site for its
Morthern Lower Penmnsula cosing,
should the legislation be signed into
law,

Swipak's bl stipulates that the
land chasen by the Sault tnbe cannot
be closer than 25 miles from the
Vanderbilt site owned by Bay Mills
or lands held in rast for any other
tribe, ather than the Sault wibe. The
Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa
Indians operales a0 casino  in
Petoskey and has reservation lands
in the Harbor Springs-Cross Village
ared of northwesteen Michigan., In
1998, the Odawas atiermpted 10 open
a casing in Mackinaw City, but the
effort was struck down by an Ing-
ham County judge, who ruled the
hands" agrecinent with the State of
Michigon vielted 1he state eonstim-
tion.

Little Traverse Bay Bands Chair-
man Cerald Chingwa said his tribe's

plans for a casino in Mackinaw City
are not 2 high prionity right now, bat
e said the baods shoukd be the only
trilse permitted 1o build there,

“Mackinaw City is on the bhack
burner for now, while we comtinue
develop our casino in Petoskey (Vie-
torics Casino on US-131)," Chingwa
said, "We have filed objections in
state and federal courts over any
proposed move by the Sawlt or Boy
Mills tribes into northern Michigan
because that would infinge on Ll
Traverse Bomls termitory amnd rescr-
vation boundaries. | can assure you
we will continue to act with the best
economic interests of the Bands in
mind.”

Sault Tribe Communicitions
Director John Hatch said Thursday,
December 13, he had no comment
on the matler.

Bay Mills tribal attomey Kathryn
Tierney was not available for com-
ment,

Vanderbilt Village Clerk Sharon
Duff said residents of the village and
the surrounding township are over-
whelmingly in support of the Bay
Mills easino. A letter writing cams-

paign conducted two weeks agpo

resulted in more than %0 letters of
suppert for the project.

“The first resolution the Village
Council passed was aboul two yéurs
ago and the board unamimowsly sup-
purted the plans Tor a casing,” Duff
said. “Everyone here is very excited
about the prospects for suce
the federal lcgislation thm g
finally clear the way for & casine
here. We welcome the casine and the

Santa’s Checking This List Twice!

f[l:l?llr}l:'ll.‘l.‘ll and s economic bene-
fits 1o the community.”

Chgepo County Coordinater Lam-
Bert Clird sard the County Board of
Cammissioners conlinie 1o oppose
casinos proposed for Vanderbsle and
a site wear Gavlord, During 2 tele-
phone interview Monday, December
17, Chard sad the board originally
passed a resolution opposing any
frlans w construct & casing in Olsego
Countly maore than a year ago amd
haven't taken any action smce 1w
change that position.

“I wouldn v call it a “wait-and-see
attitude’ for the commissioners,
because T haven't seen anything
from them that would indicate a
change in attitude about casinos in
Osego County.” Chard said. “The
fact of the mauter 15, however, that
the Village of Vanderchilt hias its own
zoning and can, and has, approved a
resolution supporting the casino,
The wwnship (Corwith Township)
has alse added its approval for the
casino,

Corwith  Township Treasurer
Marilyn Cole said the township
boarel passed a resolution of sepport
For the proposed cosino more than a
year ago and majority suppont for
construction of the 45,000 square
ool casing still exists.

“Our board passed a resolunon
supporting the siting of & casino in
the wwnship at the north end ol 1he
Village of Vanderhilt,” Cole said.
“The dectsion was nol unanimous,
but there was then, and sull is 1oday,
sufficient support to pass it again if it
came up for a vote agam”
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Fran Gagnon reads his wish list to Santa Claus (who sounded like Jim
Lockhart) during the Pickford Lions Club Kids Christmos Party
Saturday, December 15, More photos on Page 13





